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Anglo-Saxons and Scots LKS2
Key Figures in Anglo-Saxon Britain Anglo-Saxon Paganism

King Vortigern

The king left in charge after the
Romans left Britain.

King Vortigern's brothers

Hengest from Jutland (in modern day
and Horsa Denmark). They helped to keep the
Picts and Scots out of Britain.
A Roman monk who was sent to
) Britain to persuade the Britons
Augustine

to become Christians. After his
death, he was made a saint.

King Ethelbert

The king of Kent who was the first
King to convert to Christianity.

Columba

An Irish abbot (head of a
monastery) who introduced
Christianity to Scotland.

King Oswald

The king of Northumbria who
introduced Christianity to
his people.

Aidan

An Irish monk who helped King
Oswald introduce Christianity in
Northumbria. He became the first
bishop of Lindisfarne.

The religion of the early Anglo-Saxons
was Paganism. They worshipped many
gods. Festivals and sacrifices were made
to the gods and goddesses.

Pagans also believed in good and bad
omens, lucky charms, spells and magic.
They would perform
many rituals that they
believed would protect %
them in this life and
the next.

The Anglo-Saxons and Christianity

At the end of this period, Christianity
became the main religion in Britain.

In AD 597, a Roman monk called
Augustine was sent to tell the Anglo-
Saxons about Christianity.

King Ethelbert of Kent was the first to be
converted and was baptised along with
10,000 of his people.

Over the next 100 years, the rest of the

kingdoms converted to Christianity too.

Christian Places of Worship

Many Christian places of
worship were built at this time.

Canterbury Cathedral was
founded by Augustine. It
was rebuilt from AD 1070
after a fire.

A monastery was built on the
island of Lindisfarne. This Holy
Island was very influential and
the monks here were successful
at spreading Christianity across

the north of England.
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